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COMMUNITY UPDATES ABOUT THE SUPREME COURT’S DECISION IN THE 
ONGOING LAWSUIT CHALLENGING THE TERMINATION OF TPS FOR SYRIA 

 
On June 25, 2026, the United States Supreme Court issued its decision in Dahlia Doe v. Mullin, 
the case challenging the termination of TPS for Syria, and Miot v. Trump, the case challenging 
the termination of TPS for Haiti.  
 
The Supreme Court reversed the district court order postponing the termination of Syria’s TPS. 
It’s important to know that the Supreme Court’s decision ordinarily does not go into effect 
for 32 days and that current protections for Syrian TPS holders remain in effect until the 
district court issues an order stating otherwise. 
 
This update about the Syria TPS litigation covers key takeaways from the June 25 decision, what 
the decision means for Syrian TPS and the lawsuit, and related guidance on how to navigate next 
steps for impacted community members. 
 
What Did the Supreme Court Decide? 
 
The Supreme Court (which we will refer to as “the Court”) decided that the lower district courts 
were wrong to postpone the termination of TPS for Syria and Haiti because those lower courts 
did not have the power to hear the procedural challenges (in other words, the challenges that the 
government violated the TPS law when terminating TPS for Syria and Haiti) raised by the 
plaintiffs. In the Haiti case, the Court also said that the Haiti plaintiffs were not likely to succeed 
on their racial discrimination claim under the Constitution. The Court reversed the postponement 
orders and sent the cases back to the lower district courts for further proceedings consistent with 
the Court’s decision.  
 
The Court first held that federal courts do not have the power to hear the non-constitutional 
challenges brought by the plaintiffs because the TPS statute limits courts’ authority to review 
determinations (or, decisions) made with respect to TPS designations, extensions, or 
terminations. The Court read this language in the TPS law very broadly and held that the term 
“determination” refers not only to the ultimate TPS determination, but also to all of the 
procedural steps leading to that determination, such as whether the Department of Homeland 
Security properly consulted about current conditions in TPS countries. This means that even if 
DHS did not follow the rules when deciding to terminate TPS, TPS holders can’t challenge this 
decision in the courts. 
 



The Court also held that the Haiti plaintiffs were not likely to succeed on their claim that the 
government violated the Equal Protection guarantee in the Constitution. Plaintiffs in the Miot 
case had argued that the termination of TPS for Haiti was motivated by racial discrimination. 
The Court did not deny that courts have the power to hear constitutional challenges to TPS 
terminations. However, using a legal standard set out in a 1977 Supreme Court case called 
Arlington Heights, the Court held that the Haiti plaintiffs were not likely to succeed on their 
racial discrimination claim because the administration’s hostility towards the TPS program 
provided an alternative explanation for the terminations that was not “overtly” based on race. 
This was a new and disappointing interpretation of the Arlington Heights case, which for almost 
50 years has allowed plaintiffs to show racial discrimination even if it is not overt or obvious, 
and even if it is one of several reasons for a government action. 
 
You can read the full decision here.  
 
What Does the Decision Mean for Syrian TPS and the Lawsuit? 
 
First, the decision means that the district court’s order postponing the termination of Syria’s TPS 
designation will be reversed, most likely within 32 days of the Court’s decision. Syria’s TPS 
designation therefore is likely to be terminated in late July. There is a possibility that this 32-day 
period gets shortened or extended per district court order.  
 
Second, the decision does not completely end the lawsuit. The case is going back to the district 
court, where proceedings may continue based on claims that may still be argued even under the 
Supreme Court’s recent decision. But because the Court limited lawsuits to constitutional claims, 
and established an extremely high standard for constitutional discrimination claims, the path 
forward is narrow. 
 
Planning Ahead 
 
Now that the Supreme Court has decided to allow the termination of TPS for Syria to go 
into effect, Syrians are likely to lose their TPS status and their Employment Authorization 
Documents (EAD) in late July. This does not mean, however, that you will be immediately 
deported or that ICE will show up at your door the same day to detain you. It is possible that ICE  
may not target you quickly or even at all. But if TPS is your sole source of immigration status, 
then losing that status puts you at immediate risk of placement into deportation proceedings and 
related immigration confinement. For those who already have a final order of removal, you may 
well be at heightened risk and are especially advised to seek legal advice to explore whether 
there are other options for you. See below. 
 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/25-1083_f204.pdf


Given the likelihood that the termination will take effect by late July, we encourage you to 
consider: 
  

(1)​Seeking individualized immigration advice as soon as possible: If you haven’t yet 
consulted with a reputable immigration attorney about potential, alternative pathways for 
immigration status and work authorization in the U.S., IAN and/or CUSP may be able to 
provide you with referrals for legal advice, including legal-advocacy organizations that 
provide free legal services. 

(a)​ If you’d like to connect to attorneys and/or legal-advocacy organizations about 
seeking immigration status and/or work authorization in any other countries, feel 
free to reach out to IAN and/or CUSP; with support from the plaintiffs’ attorneys, 
they may be able to identify resources. 

(b)​The Syria TPS litigation team (Muslim Advocates, International Refugee 
Assistance Project, and Van Der Hout LLP) is partnering with Immigrant 
Justice Corp (IJC) to host a virtual immigration screening clinic for Syrian 
TPS holders. Individuals will be paired with IJC-affiliated attorneys who will 
assist in assessing eligibility for humanitarian immigration benefits, such as 
asylum, U-Visas, and T-Visas. Individuals who register for the clinic will not be 
represented by the attorney they are paired with. This is a one-time screening for 
immigration benefits eligibility and individuals will be asked to sign a waiver of 
representation form, which states that the attorney is not representing the 
individual in applying for immigration benefits or in any other 
immigration-related matter. It is possible that individuals will be provided with 
referrals to attorneys who may be able to engage in full representation, but this is 
not guaranteed. Immigrants Act Now is coordinating and facilitating this service 
by connecting Syrian TPS holders with the organizations and volunteer attorneys 
providing the screenings. You can register for this clinic here. For any questions 
please contact us at info@immigrantsactnow.org 
  

(2)​Reflecting about your family and future: For any Syrian TPS holder, deciding on next 
steps is personal and can look different for different individuals. This document can’t 
provide you legal advice, but, the following questions may help: 

(a)​ Are you the caregiver of or provider for any children or dependents here in the 
U.S.? Could/would your dependents join you, if you were to leave the U.S.? If 
not, have you identified any guardians for your children? 

(b)​Are there any safe, alternative countries where you could resettle (on your own 
and/or with any dependents)? 

(c)​ What would be the costs or harms, if any, of trying to resettle in any of those 
places now or soon? 

(d)​What would be the costs or harms of uprooting now from the U.S.? 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexvi8SxH7FYdoFlHUBdYszvl6p98q22WSRWSX9g87PWtP3uA/viewform?usp=header


(e)​ What would be the costs or harms of remaining for now in the U.S.? 
(f)​ What would be the harms and risks of returning to Syria? 

  
(3)​Knowing your rights: 

(a)​ Before considering self-deportation using the CBP Home app, review information 
about your rights, such as this resource from the National Immigration Law 
Center. Also understand that if you leave the U.S. because the termination of 
Syrian TPS does take effect at some point, then you may not be able to lawfully 
reenter 
the U.S. on TPS status, even if a court subsequently reinstates Syrian TPS. 
For information about knowing and exercising your rights in any encounters with 
immigration enforcement within the U.S., review the content accessible here, 
prepared by We Have Rights and available in a variety of languages. 
  

(4)​Considering emergency planning: 
(a)​ For some people, planning ahead for the possibility of immigration enforcement 

can help to restore a sense of personal agency in the face of uncertainties and risk. 
This is called “emergency planning.” 

(b)​You can learn more about emergency planning through the following resources 
online: 

■​ We Have Rights offers guidance for how to create an emergency 
preparedness plan. 

■​ CLINIC offers resources and guidance about family planning for 
non-citizens at risk of immigration enforcement, including resources for 
how to designate a guardian for your dependents in the event you are 
separated and can no longer care for them. 
  

(5)​Available mental health resources: 
(a)​ Free, medically reviewed, online suggestions from Healthline.com for how to care 

for yourself in the face of stress or overwhelm: 
■​ https://www.healthline.com/health/grounding-techniques 

(b)​The BIPOC Mental Health Resources guide of the Mental Health Coalition:  
■​ https://www.thementalhealthcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BI

POC-Mental-Health-Resources.pdf 
(c)​ The Communities of Color page on the website of Mental Health America: 

■​ https://mhanational.org/bipoc-communities-of-color/ 
(d)​The Community Resources page of the National Queer & Trans Therapists of 

Color Network: 
■​ https://nqttcn.com/en/community-resources-2/ 

  

https://www.nilc.org/resources/know-your-rights-cbp-home/
https://www.wehaverights.us/
https://www.wehaverights.us/create-an-emergency-plan
https://www.cliniclegal.org/epif
https://www.healthline.com/health/grounding-techniques
https://www.thementalhealthcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BIPOC-Mental-Health-Resources.pdf
https://www.thementalhealthcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/BIPOC-Mental-Health-Resources.pdf
https://mhanational.org/bipoc-communities-of-color/
https://nqttcn.com/en/community-resources-2/


We appreciate the uncertainty that the Syrian TPS community is facing. We will continue to do 
all we can to provide timely updates as the lawsuit challenging the termination of TPS for Syria 
continues to unfold. 


