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Juan Acosta 
Assistant Field Office Director 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Krome Processing Center 
18201 SW 12th St. 
Miami, FL 33194 
Juan.L.Acosta@ice.dhs.gov 
  
Sheriff David Hardin 
Glades County Sheriff’s Office 
P.O. Box 39 
Moor Haven, FL 33471 
Fax: (863) 946-0845 
 
VIA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
 
June 7, 2017 
 

RE: Urgent Request for Action Regarding Ongoing Discrimination at Glades County 
Detention Center 

 
Dear Assistant Field Office Director Acosta and Sheriff Hardin, 
 

On behalf of Americans for Immigrant Justice and Muslim Advocates, we write to bring 
to your attention violations of the religious free exercise rights of several Muslim men currently 
detained at the Glades County Detention Center (“GCDC”).1  Specifically, employees of the 
Glades County Sheriff’s Office working at GCDC have unreasonably hindered individuals from 
observing the holy month of Ramadan by denying them access to the Ramadan list and by also 
providing inedible and insufficient quantities of food to those who fast. Moreover, there are a 
number of other GCDC policies and practices—including lack of access to halal meals and 
frequent cancellations of weekly congregational prayer services—that prevent Muslim men 
detained in the facility from practicing their faith. These actions by Glade County Sheriff’s Office 
employees and other GCDC staff are in clear violation of federal and state law.  As such, we ask 
that you take immediate steps to remove these unlawful obstacles before Ramadan ends around 
June 15 so that these Muslim men can practice their faith fully and freely. 

                                                
1 GCDC is under the direct authority of Glades County Sheriff’s Office. 














