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Election Do’s and Don’ts for 
MOSQUES & NONPROFITS 

 

 June 18, 2014 
Nayantara Mehta 

 AGENDA 

 

1.  Comparing 501(c)(3)s and 501(c)(4)s 

2.  501(c)(3)s election activity basic rules 

3.  Issue advocacy during an election year 

4.  Educating the public about candidates 

5.  Encouraging voting 

501(c)(3) 501(c)(4) 

Examples 

Tax  
Treatment 

Lobbying 
Activities 

Electoral 
Activities 

Contributions tax-deductible 

 Tax-Exempt 

Private Foundation grants  

 Tax-Exempt 

Limited Unlimited 

Cannot support or  
oppose a candidate 

for office 

Secondary activity 

Follow federal and  
state election law 
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ELECTION rules for 501(c)(3) 
organizations 

 

No 501(c)(3) support for or 
opposition to CANDIDATES 
running for PUBLIC OFFICE 

 
Excise Tax 

 

Revocation of 
Tax Exempt 

Status 
 

Possible PENALTIES 

 
Warning Letter 
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Who is a CANDIDATE  for 
PUBLIC OFFICE? 

Rules that apply to 
print and verbal 

communications also 
apply to ONLINE 

COMMUNICATIONS 
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Rules apply to 501(c)(3) staff and 
volunteers acting on behalf of 

501(c)(3), not to those acting in  
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY 

Rules also apply 
to use of 501(c)

(3)  
RESOURCES: 

Can rent to 
candidates, but 
on EQUAL basis 

 Election Year Activities  

Issue Advocacy  
Advocating for organization’s 

issues during election year  

Voter Education  
Educating voters in a nonpartisan 

way about candidates 

Candidate Education 
Helping candidates understand 
the importance of your issues 

Voter Outreach 
Registering voters, getting out  

the vote 
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 LOBBYING  
or advocacy campaigns 

 

ISSUE 
ADVOCACY 

 

Lobbying/ 
Advocacy 

Campaigns 

 

Criticizing 
Incumbents 

 

 

CRITICIZING  
Incumbents 

 

ISSUE 
ADVOCACY 

 

Lobbying/ 
Advocacy 

Campaigns 

 

Criticizing 
Incumbents 

 

 

 Election Year Activities  

Issue Advocacy  
Advocating for organization’s 

issues during election year  

Voter Education  
Educating voters in a nonpartisan 

way about candidates 

Candidate Education 
Helping candidates understand 
the importance of your issues 

Voter Outreach 
Registering voters, getting out  

the vote 
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CANDIDATE  
Education 

 Election Year Activities  

Issue Advocacy  
Advocating for organization’s 

issues during election year  

Voter Education  
Educating voters in a nonpartisan 

way about candidates 

Candidate Education 
Helping candidates understand 
the importance of your issues 

Voter Outreach 
Registering voters, getting out  

the vote 

QUESTIONNAIRES 
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DEBATES & FORUMS 

DEBATES & FORUMS 

 Election Year Activities  

Issue Advocacy  
Advocating for organization’s 

issues during election year  

Voter Education  
Educating voters in a nonpartisan 

way about candidates 

Candidate Education 
Helping candidates understand 
the importance of your issues 

Voter Outreach 
Registering voters, getting out  

the vote 
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VOTER 
REGISTRATION 

No Reference   
to Party/Candidate 

 

No Suggestion of 
who to Vote for 

 

Make Service 
Available to 
EVERYONE 

 

Targeting for 
NONPARTISAN 

reason 

 

 

 

 

VOTER 
REGISTRATION 

No Reference   
to Party/Candidate 

 

No Suggestion of 
who to Vote for 

 

Make Service 
Available to 
EVERYONE 

 

Targeting for 
NONPARTISAN 

reason 

 

 

 

 

VOTER 
REGISTRATION 

No Reference   
to Party/Candidate 

 

No Suggestion of 
who to Vote for 

 

Make Service 
Available to 
EVERYONE 

 

Targeting for 
NONPARTISAN 

reason 
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For more information: 

For more information: 
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WEST COAST 
Alliance For Justice 

436 14th Street 
Suite 425 

Oakland, CA 94612 
510-444-6070 

EAST COAST 
Alliance for Justice 
11 Dupont Circle, NW 
2nd Floor 
Washington, DC 20036 
202-822-6070 

advocacy@afj.org 
866.675.6229 

www.bolderadvocacy.org 
for fact sheets and publications 

@AFJBeBold  

www.facebook.com/#!/BolderAdvocacy 


