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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

VAGUELY QUALIFIED PRODUCTIONS
LLC,

Plaintiff,
V.

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY (the “MTA”); THOMAS F.
PRENDERGAST, in his official capacity as
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the
MTA, and JEFFREY B. ROSEN, in his
official capacity as the Director of the MTA
Real Estate Department,

Defendants.

Case No. 1:15-cv-04952-CM (GWG)

DECLARATION OF TANYA SYED

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I, Tanya Syed, declare as follows:

1. I am admitted to practice pro hac vice in the above-referenced matter. I am an
attorney at Latham & Watkins LLP, 355 S. Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA, 90071, counsel to
Plaintiff Vaguely Qualified Productions LLC (“VQP”). This declaration, respectfully submitted

in support of VQP’s Motion for Preliminary Injunction, is made based upon my personal

knowledge unless otherwise noted.

2. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the following newspaper
article: Lorraine Ali, Dr. Dre and Ice Cube relive youth on ‘Straight Outta Compton’ set, LOS

ANGELES TIMES, July 30, 2015, available at http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-

ca-mn-nwa-compton-movie-20150802-story.html#page=1.
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3. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of the following newspaper
article: Michael Cieply, ‘Straight Outta Compton’ Film Plays a Role in Suge Knight Murder
Case, N.Y. TIMES, June 7, 2015, available at
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/08/business/media/straight-outta-compton-film-plays-a-role-

in-suge-knight-murder-case.html? r=0.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on August 10, 2015. y—

—
/W

Tanya Syed
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Dr. Dre and Ice Cube relive youth on 'Straight
Outta Compton' set

By LORRAINE ALI

JULY 30, 2015, 12:38 PM

ce Cube and Dr. Dre watched from directors' chairs as Compton circa 1991 unfolded before their
eyes. In a parking lot behind an old, dilapidated theater in Leimert Park, low-rider Impalas
hopped, Jheri curl hairdos glistened and Daryl Gates-era LAPD officers harassed. The area had

been transformed into the South-Central of their youth.

It was all in service of "Straight Outta Compton," the N.W.A biopic named for the polarizing rap
group's breakthrough record and co-produced by its founding members Dre (a.k.a. Andre Young) and
Cube (O'Shea Jackson).

Locals watched as they shot a key scene in which Ice Cube, played by his real-life son, O'Shea Jackson
Jr., leaves the embattled group to embark on his own uncertain solo career. A few onlookers who lined

a fence around the lot called out names of the characters they recognized from N.W.A's vivid past.
FULL COVERAGE: 'Straight Outta Compton' and N.W.A.'s legacy

"Suge!" said one woman, calling out to the burly actor (R. Marcos Taylor) playing the terror-inducing
head of Death Row Records, Marion "Suge" Knight. The actor responded in a way that would be out of
character for Knight — he waved.

"I'm never gonna get used to this," said Dr. Dre, 50, as Corey Hawkins, the young actor portraying him

in the film, walked by sporting an L.A. Raiders jersey. "It's weird, reliving it all again."

Audiences will soon relive the beginnings of gangsta rap as well when the highly anticipated and likely
controversial film hits theaters Aug. 14. Directed by F. Gary Gray ("Friday," "The Negotiator"), the
Universal Pictures release chronicles the journey of the five young men as they changed the face of rap

— and pop culture — on the power of one very raw, very bold album.

The story follows N.W.A from its scrappy beginnings in the mid-'80s to its unlikely success to the death
of core member Eazy-E (a.k.a. Eric Wright) in 1995 from complications due to AIDS. "If you listen to

their music closely, a lot of what they wrote was really visual," says Gray, 46, who also grew up in South
L.A. "You can see it. You experience it as opposed to just listening. Now to see it on the big screen — it's

just a natural progression."

N.W.A's music emerged before the riots and the videotaped beating of Rodney King by police,

providing a snapshot of an L.A. rarely seen by outsiders. Though the crack cocaine epidemic they
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rapped about was a nationwide scourge, the other elements that influenced their sound — drive-bys
shootings, Crips and Bloods, a militarized police force with battering rams (tank-like vehicles the LAPD

used to tear down suspected crack dens) — were strictly L.A.

"Straight Outta Compton" may be a period film, but it hits at issues right out of today's headlines,
particularly the treatment of minorities at the hands of law enforcement. And given the current,
post-Ferguson news cycle, it's perhaps no coincidence that South L.A. hip-hop culture is once again

permeating the larger world of entertainment.

Compton rap artists Kendrick Lamar and YG have contributed two of the most critically acclaimed
albums of the last year. The hip-hop-referencing "Dope," a small film based in Inglewood (where its
director grew up), garnered major attention when it was released a few months ago. The partial
reunion of N.W.A was the most talked-about show among many high-profile sets at the recent BET

Experience festival downtown.

"When we were working on the script, it had to chronicle issues of the day, what we were up against,
what forged N.W.A," said an animated Ice Cube later in a trailer a few miles from the location of the
shoot.

Much like his rap persona onstage or his characters in films like "Friday," the 46-year-old screenwriter

and actor filled the room with a booming voice and gregarious presence.

Seated next to him was the relatively stoic Dr. Dre, arguably the world's most successful rap producer,
the creative force behind talent such as Snoop Dogg, Eminem and 50 Cent and the brilliant

businessman whose Beats headphones your kids beg for each birthday.

As Ice Cube spoke, Dr. Dre's attention was divided between his former band mate and a reality
forensics show playing on a nearby TV. "Whether it was money, gangbanging, crack, LAPD and
eventually AIDS — everything in the world came down on this group," Ice Cube continued. "What did
we combat all that with? We had music. We had lyrics. We had hip-hop."

Dr. Dre then pointed out that all of this, the whole N.W.A story, "stems from an album created in six
weeks for 30 Gs." And in Torrance, no less.

Asked if a story like theirs could ever happen today, Dr. Dre was quick to respond: "Hell no."
Gangsta reality

Known as reality rap in the days before iPods and file sharing, N.W.A's raw style on songs like "F— tha
Police" and "Gangsta, Gangsta" stood out against the more polished party rap coming from the East
Coast. Eventually they'd popularize a style that would go on to be called gangsta rap. For better or

worse, the sub-genre grew to influence everything in hip-hop that came after it.

"Some people say gangsta rap has this bad kind of effect on people, but N.W.A clawed their way out of a
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negative situation," said Gray, who has worked on videos and films with various N.W.A members over
the years. "They created music, movies. For some of us, it inspired us to go out and do our thing. None
of us have a degree in anything, but we learned a lot from our environment and they're a testament to

following your vision."

Back on the set in Leimert Park, Ice Cube and Dr. Dre watched the monitors closely, weighing in on
details (hubcaps, ball caps) to "get it right." Other members of the old group also stopped by, such as
DJ Yella and MC Ren. The veteran rap stars have been on and off the set throughout the production.

"Straight Outta Compton" stars a largely unknown cast aside from Paul Giamatti, who portrays the
band's former manager Jerry Heller (his character plays a pivotal role in the group's eventual demise).
Casting relative unknowns was intentional, as Ice Cube explained, because he didn't want anyone who

already had a reputation "or was on TMZ" taking away from the story.

Becoming N.W.A was a daunting task for the young actors, especially Hawkins. He had to become the
hard-to-read, somewhat intimidating Dr. Dre. "Initially, when I heard about it, I was like nah, no way,"
said Hawkins, 26. "It's Dr. Dre. I don't look or sound like him. I was checking off every reason why I
shouldn't take on this role."

Jason Mitchell plays the complicated Eazy-E, a central figure who funded the band's first record with

drug money, rapped some of its most notorious lines and founded Ruthless Records.

The main cast, who also include Aldis Hodge as MC Ren and Neil Brown Jr. as DJ Yella, had a full-time
coach in veteran West Coast rapper WC. He taught them how to look, act and sound like 1980s South
L.A.

"He would constantly tell us to stand up straight," says Mitchell, 28, of the performance scenes they
shot. "My generation have this kind of diddybop style, where we [crouch] down really low to the crowd
when we're rapping. They didn't do that back then. He kept saying, 'Make sure you stand up and keep
your shoulders real broad — remember that N.W.A taught the world how to be cool."

Eazy-E's widow, Tomica Woods-Wright, co-produced the film, and the late rapper's son Lil Eazy made
himself available on set and by phone to lend support, said Mitchell.

It wasn't easy, however, getting the film off the ground, even though Ice Cube was motivated to do so
when he heard Heller was planning on making his own N.W.A biopic. The production went through
various phases, from talks with director John Singleton ("Boyz n the Hood") to its early development
with New Line Cinema. In the end, "Straight Outta Compton" took 13 years, several script revisions and

cost a reported $29 million.

Today Dr. Dre credits Ice Cube for seeing "Straight Outta Compton" from a vision to a reality. "I don't
live my life in the rearview mirror," said Dr. Dre. "I always look forward, so it took a while for me to go

back and remember a lot of things that happened in my life, the timelines. It was difficult for me."
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"I knew where we should start this movie and where we should end it," said Cube. "I knew before we

even started the film because I'm always thinking about the journey that got us to this point."
Law on the streets

A few days later at another shoot for the film, the crew and about 200 extras were re-creating a pivotal
Detroit show at the Los Angeles Sports Arena. In the scene, N.W.A is told by Michigan authorities not
to play "F— tha Police" or the show will be shut down and the band arrested.

Ice Cube's elderly parents sat offstage, watching the scene on monitors. They bobbed their heads as

Jackson Jr. rapped lyrics no grandparent should ever hear.

"I've tried to be straight with my kids about our past," said Ice Cube, whose son is reliving all those raw
years for the film. "My wife and I tell them a little bit at a time, and when it's age appropriate. He's now
in his 20s."

His son said, "I know the back story beyond the movie. I've heard all the stories over the years from
him, but now I feel the pressure he felt to be making these heavy decisions. It's extremely important to

take it seriously."

"Straight Outta Compton" received unwanted publicity in January when art and reality collided in the
form of the real Knight. Though he co-founded Death Row Records with Dr. Dre, Knight's brutal
business tactics (portrayed in the film as him threatening bodily harm and worse to those who got in

his way) eventually caused the two to part ways.

Earlier this year Knight, then 49, tried to drive onto a Compton set where a commercial for the film was
being shot. After he was turned away by security, Knight drove to another location where an altercation
ensued. He is accused of running over two men with his truck, killing one of them. He has since been
charged with murder. Knight has pleaded not guilty to the murder charge.

No one involved in "Straight Outta Compton" would go into detail about dealings with Knight during
the production. Gray says they did their best to tell the story as accurately as possible.

The authenticity of N.W.A''s story in "Straight Outta Compton" is sure to be picked apart by rap
aficionados, but as rap biopics go, it's the closest Hollywood gets to hitting the mark. The film, like
N.W.A's music, is not kind to women. Party scenes are laden with countless naked groupies who appear
to have far less value than the group's ever-present cache of weapons. The film portrays ample drug

use, and plenty of shady business dealings, largely at the hands of Heller.

But it's the film's depiction of police brutality, and the tense dynamic between law enforcement and the
urban neighborhoods they patrol, that makes it so topical. Scenes of the men's harassment by police,
and the building rage that led to the L.A. riots, feel prescient given the recurring national episodes of

unarmed blacks being killed by law enforcement.
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"The film is timely, and that's sad," said Gray, who began the film before Ferguson, Mo., erupted. "The
more things change, the more they stay the same. Dealing with brutality on that sort of level, we hoped

that would have changed by now."

lorraine.ali@latimes.com

MORE:

Suge Knight's arrest foreshadowed in 'Straight Outta Compton' scene
N.W.A's MC Ren hates the official trailer for 'Straight Outta Compton'

Eazy-E obituary: Rapper who put 'gangsta-rap' and Compton on the pop culture map
dies of AIDS at 31

Copyright © 2015, Los Angeles Times
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@he New JJork Times  http:/nyti.ms/1FIE1YO

MEDIA

‘Straight Outta Compton’ Film Plays a Role in
Suge Knight Murder Case

By MICHAEL CIEPLY JUNE 7, 2015

LOS ANGELES — In an editing room here, filmmakers are wrestling with a final cut
of “Straight Outta Compton,” Universal Pictures’ new movie about the outlaw rap
group N.W.A.

In a Century City office tower, a prominent lawyer for the music entrepreneur
Marion Knight, known as Suge, is preparing to defend Mr. Knight on murder charges
in connection with an incident during the shooting of a trailer for the film.

This intersection of the movie and real-life drama is sure to make “Straight Outta
Compton” one of the most closely monitored films coming out of Hollywood as its
release approaches on Aug. 14. This is happening as the film’s makers — Universal
and its partner, Legendary Entertainment — are trying to tap, but not provoke, the

current restlessness in the nation’s cities.

The trailer points to a connection between the Los Angeles street confrontations
of N.W.A’s era, in the late 1980s and early 1990s, and recent conflicts between black
youths and the police in Baltimore; Ferguson, Mo.; and elsewhere.

“It’s a good time for us to tell our story,” Andre Young, known professionally as
Dr. Dre, says in a video attached to the age-restricted trailer.

“The same thing that we was going through in the ’80s with the police, people
going through right now,” O’Shea Jackson, better known as Ice Cube, tells Dr. Dre.
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Both Mr. Young and Mr. Jackson are part of the producing team for the film,
which is directed by F. Gary Gray (“Be Cool”). The video they appear in together is
also a focal point in a murder and attempted murder case against Mr. Knight. On
Jan. 29, according to the Los Angeles County Sheriff’'s Department, he injured a
security consultant for the film, Cle Sloan, and killed another man, Terry Carter,
when he ran over both with a pickup truck at a Compton, Calif., burger stand that
served as a location for the video shoot.

Now, Mr. Gray, Mr. Young, Mr. Jackson and others involved with “Straight
Outta Compton” may figure as witnesses in a trial that must sort out what brought
Mr. Knight — once Mr. Young’s associate — to the video shoot. Jurors will determine
whether he acted with murderous intent, or, as his lawyers have asserted in court
papers, was defending himself against an ambush by film employees and associates
who were supposed to keep him away from the director and producers.

Originally scheduled to start July 7, the trial has been postponed. Mr. Knight’s
recently hired lawyer, Thomas A. Mesereau Jr., perhaps best known for successfully
defending Michael Jackson in 2005, asked the judge for more time to prepare. Mr.
Knight has pleaded not guilty to the charges.

Prosecutors declined to comment, citing confidentiality restrictions. Universal
Pictures executives through a spokesman declined to discuss the case, as did a
representative for Mr. Jackson. A representative for Mr. Young referred queries to

Universal.

In response to a wrongful-death suit filed last week by Mr. Carter’s wife — which
named Universal, Mr. Knight, Mr. Jackson and others — Mr. Mesereau said in a
statement: “Mr. Knight denies any wrongdoing. He was defending himself at all

times.” Reached on Friday, Mr. Mesereau declined to elaborate.

Witness interviews and other material in a case file of more than 200 pages
provide a preview of the trial. In all, they show that what might initially have seemed
to be just a conflict between old rivals — “Let’s do it now,” Mr. Sloan recalled
taunting Mr. Knight before punching him as the deadly incident unfolded, according
to his interview with sheriff’s investigators — actually grew from a complicated,

monthslong rivalry and financial dispute between Mr. Knight and the film’s makers.

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/08/business/media/straight-outta-comp...

8/4/2015 4:35 PM



‘Straight Outta Compton’ Film Plays a Role in Suge Knight Murder Case... http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/08/business/media/straight-outta-comp...

3 of 5

Case 1:15-cv-04952-CM Document 34-2 Filed 08/10/15 Page 4 of 6

Mr. Knight appeared at a base camp for the Compton video shoot at about 2 p.m.
on Jan. 29. According to Mr. Knight’s account to sheriff’s investigators, he was told to
leave by security agents for Mr. Young. Mr. Knight and Mr. Young were among the
co-founders of Death Row Records, in 1991, but they have since been at odds. One
big issue: Mr. Knight told investigators he expected a 10 percent share of the
proceeds from last year’s $3 billion sale by Mr. Young of the Beats Electronics music

brand to Apple.

“Knight believed he was owed $300 million from Dre,” according to a Sheriff’s
Department summary of an interview with Mr. Knight on Jan. 30. The summary did

not explain why Mr. Knight believed he was owed the money.

Shortly after appearing at the base camp, Mr. Knight showed up at nearby Tam’s
Burgers No. 21, which served as a location during the two-day video shoot. The
altercation with Mr. Sloan ensued, and that’s when Mr. Knight put the truck in gear,

running over both Mr. Sloan and Mr. Carter.

Matthew Fletcher, a lawyer who represented Mr. Knight before he was replaced
by Mr. Mesereau, contended that the encounter was somehow orchestrated. “It was

what I believe to be an amateurish setup,” Mr. Fletcher said in an interview.

The trial may bring surprises. At a May 29 hearing, Judge Ronald S. Coen said
the Sheriff’s Department had given him sealed evidence that had not been shared

with either prosecutors or the defense team.

Precisely how Mr. Knight will be represented in the movie, in which he is
portrayed by R. Marcus Taylor, remains unclear; Mr. Gray is still tinkering. But one
draft of the script, which preceded a final version by Jonathan Herman, showed an
armed Mr. Knight, backed by five pipe-toting thugs, recruiting Dr. Dre and other
artists from Ruthless Records, then run by the N.W.A. founder Eric Wright (known
as Eazy-E) and the music manager Jerry Heller. In that scene, Mr. Knight claims to

have held Mr. Heller hostage in a van.

In life, Mr. Knight has served jail time for probation violation, has been
convicted of armed robbery and assault with a gun, and received five years’ probation

for assaulting two rappers in 1992.
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As for cultural connections, Universal is clearly not shying away. The film’s
trailers are laced with images of police abuse, government threats and the riots that
followed the 1992 acquittal of the officers who beat Rodney King.

“This movie chronicles the relationships between a group of talented young
artists who overcame disadvantaged origins,” Universal said in a statement. The
studio added that it is proud to be associated with “Straight Outta Compton,” which
“portrays its characters, incidents and period in history responsibly.”

An issue not entirely decided, according to people briefed on the film’s progress,
is how it will handle an N.W.A. concert at Detroit’s Joe Louis Arena in August 1989.
In wrapping up a national tour, during which members carried an arsenal of weapons
in one tour bus — depicted in the film’s trailer — the group had agreed not to perform
one of their most rebellious numbers, which urged an obscenity against the police.

In Detroit, they started the song anyway, but were stopped by a charging line of
undercover police officers. In one draft of the script, the police preceded their charge
by setting off M-80s, to panic the crowd with fake gunfire. Mr. Heller, in his 2006
book, “Ruthless: A Memoir,” also described the scene that way. Gary Ballen, who was
the group’s stage manager at the time, said he clearly recalls “pops,” but could not say
with certainty that the police were responsible. A spokeswoman for the Detroit Police

Department had no comment.

Mr. Gray’s final edit — perhaps by balancing portrayals of brutal police behavior
with calls for art, and not action — may tell whether the film hews to a crucial point
in Universal’s marketing message: that N.W.A., even in its most inflammatory
moments — and despite drawing criticism for explicit lyrics that some said glorified

violence — represented nonviolent protest.

“Many label the N.W.A. as a peaceful protest group, rapping about what life is
like in Compton,” Isabel Fields, a sophomore at Crossroads prep school in Santa
Monica, Calif., wrote for her school paper on viewing a trailer in February.

Her reaction matched Mr. Jackson’s advisory in that promotional video.

“We put it all in the music, all our frustration and anger,” he said.
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A version of this article appears in print on June 8, 2015, on page B1 of the New York edition with the
headline: Murder Trial Intersects With Film .

© 2015 The New York Times Company
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