
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

A Record of Bigotry and Hate:  
Donald Trump’s Long History of Anti-Muslim Animus 

 
 

In January 2017, just days after his inauguration as President of the United States, Donald Trump issued the first iteration of his signature Muslim Ban policy, 
preventing the nationals of several overwhelmingly Muslim countries from entering the United States. Over the next several months, and in the face of multiple legal 

challenges, President Trump has proceeded to issue two subsequent versions, the most recent of which went into full effect in December 2017. 
 

As the Muslim Ban has repeatedly wound its way through the courts, President Trump's lawyers and supporters have argued that the Ban is not driven by anti-
Muslim animus.  Donald Trump's own words, however, belie those assertions.  As highlighted in this fact sheet, and as Muslim Advocates' new issue brief lays out in 
detail, Donald Trump has a lengthy and undeniable history of hostility and animosity towards Muslims.  And now that he is president, those sentiments are being 

translated into policy.  You can read Muslim Advocates' full issue brief here. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Trump falsely claims to have 
watched Muslims in NJ 

celebrate after the 9/11 
attacks. Despite being quickly 
and widely debunked, Trump 

continues to repeat the 
falsehood. 

Apr. 2011 

Trump says there 
is "absolutely" a 
Muslim problem, 

and that the 
Koran "teaches 

some very 
negative vibe." 

 

Oct./Nov. 2015 

Trump repeatedly calls 
for suspicionless 

surveillance of American 
Muslims and mosques, 

indicates his support for a 
Muslim registry, and says 

there is "absolutely no 
choice" but to shut down 

U.S. mosques. 

 

Dec. 2015 

Trump announces 
that he is "calling 

for a total and 
complete 

shutdown of 
Muslims entering 
the United States." 

Mar. 2016 

Trump states that he believes 
"Islam hates us," that 

Muslims harbor 
"unbelievable hatred," and 

that it is "very hard" to 
separate "radical Islam" from 

the religion as a whole. 

 

Apr. 2018 

After the Supreme Court 
hears oral argument in the 
Muslim Ban case, Trump 

again refuses to back away 
from his campaign pledge, 
saying there is “nothing to 

apologize for.” 

 

Trump valorizes a U.S. 
General on the basis of a long-

debunked myth claiming he 
once subdued a Muslim 

insurgency in the Philippines 
by extrajudicially executing 

Muslim prisoners using 
bullets dipped in pigs’ blood. 

Trump retweets three anti-Muslim 
propaganda videos originally posted by 
Jayda Fransen, the deputy leader of an 

extreme far-right British nationalist 
group. The videos purport to show 
Muslims engaged in acts of violence 
and destroying Christian symbols.  

Aug. 2017 

Nov. 2017 

For years, Trump has demanded that U.S. 
leaders make use of the phrase “radical 

Islamic terrorism,” a problematic phrase that 
reinforces a false synonymy between “Islam” 
and “terrorism.” Since becoming President, 
Trump has used the phrase in public on at 

least 26 different occasions, often while 
advancing his trademark anti-Muslim policies.  

June 2018 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-claims-thousands-in-jersey-city-cheered-911-terrorist-attacks/
http://www.businessinsider.com/donald-trump-911-cheering-fact-check-2015-11
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/261044-trump-doubles-down-thousands-in-nj-cheered-on-9-11
http://www1.cbn.com/thebrodyfile/archive/2011/04/12/brody-file-exclusive-donald-trump-says-something-in-koran-teaches
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/donald-trump-i-want-surveillance-these-people-are-coming-n467631
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/donald-trump-i-want-surveillance-these-people-are-coming-n467631
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/national-govt--politics/donald-trump-ohio-has-become-soft-weak/5ZOBQutE4XSjTxV2NjvFnJ/
http://thehill.com/policy/national-security/260241-trump-youre-going-to-have-to-watch-and-study-the-mosques
http://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/1512/08/es.02.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/donald-trump-has-big-plans-1303117537878070.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/trump-says-he-would-certainly-implement-muslim-database-n466716
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/11/trump-close-mosques-216008
https://www.politico.com/story/2015/11/trump-close-mosques-216008
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2015/11/16/donald-trump-would-strongly-consider-closing-some-mosques-in-the-united-states/?utm_term=.862705b078e1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2015/12/07/donald-trump-calls-for-total-and-complete-shutdown-of-muslims-entering-the-united-states/?utm_term=.b73e23517474
https://www.cnn.com/2016/03/09/politics/donald-trump-islam-hates-us/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/30/politics/trump-immigration-laws/index.html
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/898254409511129088?lang=en
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/08/pershing-trump-terrorism/537300/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/08/pershing-trump-terrorism/537300/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/29/us/politics/trump-anti-muslim-videos-jayda-fransen.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=first-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news
https://www.buzzfeed.com/jimwaterson/donald-trump-retweets-vidoes-posted-by-far-right-group?utm_term=.qvLJVeyOK#.whK5dQMox
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/jayda-fransen-guilty-britain-first-deputy-leader-convicted-court-muslim-woman-hijab-a7395711.html
https://www.buzzfeed.com/jimwaterson/donald-trump-retweets-vidoes-posted-by-far-right-group?utm_term=.qvLJVeyOK#.whK5dQMox
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2016/06/12/trump-calls-for-president-obama-resign-amid-orlando-shooting/sa0cTibFFBnRL83LkDwoyH/story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/17/world/when-a-phrase-takes-on-new-meaning-radical-islam-explained.html

